y 
= 
> 
~ 
xg 
+ 


“ee 


COUNTRY 


SUBJECT 


PLACE | 


DATE OF 


INFO. 


states ina NSRB € 41>) 
ARMY j AIR Fat : 
en 5S AL ene a Le A 


OLASSIFICATION ™eUggcormon = TS, cc ret ns orny 25X1A 


Approved For Retéasé’ 2000, PENEARUPC2 004s An 4 


INFOR na AENTERERT co no. 


Malaya . DATE DISTR. a9 yoy 50 
Tevelooment of Trade Unions in the Federation ~ HO. OF PAGES 7 

of Malaya ; 

25X1A 


NO. OF ENCLS. 
(LISTED BELOW) 


SUPPLEMENT TO 
po Z25X1A | REPORT NO. 25X1X 


No trade unions were registered in the Federation as such before the 
Japanese oecupation, In September 1945, the Communist~-controlled Genoral. 
Labor Union, which included employecs in all trades and industries « cane 
into the open, and ty February 1946 it had established branches in every 
Stete and Settlement, 


The Trade Unions Enactment of 1940 was made applicable to the whole 
country by the Trade Unions Ordinance of 1946 which eame into force on 
1 duly 1946, 


By Qctober 1946, the General Labor Union had reorganized into a Central 
Par~Malayan Federation of Trade Unions, a Federation for each State and 
fettiene:t, and individual unions on a trade or area basis # 


At the end of 1947, 289 unions had been registered, of which 117 were 

under the control of the Commmist Pan-Malayan Federation of Trade Unions , 
86 were independent, and the status of the remalning 86 unions was doubtful, 
The Pan-Maiayan Federation of Trade Unions had not been able to obtain cone 
troi over 40 government employees! trade unions, as such trade uniens are 
not permitted to felerate with or te act in conjunction with non-government 
employees’ trade unions. 


In June 1948, the Trade Unions Tnactment was amended to provide for the 
registration of Federations of Trade Unions but it was limited to trade 
unions whose members are omployed in a similar trade, occupation, or in- 
dustry. This facilitated collective bargaining, but i+ also rendered the 
communist Federations of Trade Unions, which included unions in ali trades 
ard industries, unregisterable, 


The Commmist—controlled Federation and its unions ceased to exist from 
this time, which coincided with the outbrestt of the Fmergency, and a large 
number of their members took to the jungle and joined the bandits, 


At the end of 1949, there vere 169 unions on the Register with a total 
membership of 42,288, of which 41,305 belonged to registered employees 
unions, An apnroximate racial breakdown of this membership wea: Indians, 
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23,957 {58 percent), Chinese 9,913 (24 percent), Malays 5,370 (13 percent) 
and others 2,065 (5 percent). 
On 32 Merch 1949 there were 97 non-government employces’ unions, with a 
total membership of 24,183: 59 government enployees' unions with a total 
membership of 16,106, end 5 employers’ unions with 4 menbership of 932, 
At the end of 1949, there were 3 repistered Federations of Trade Wnions 2 
‘a) The All-Malayan Federation of Governnent Medical (lower Grado) 
Employees Trade Unions with, 7 registered unions affiliated for a 
total membership of 2,082, 


{b) The Federation of All Malayan Estates Steff Unions with 7 unions 
affiiiated, for a total membership of 672. 


{e) The Malayan Federation of Clerical and Administrative Staff Unions 
with 4 non-government employees’ unions affiliated for a total 
nenbarship of 2,064. 

More recently the Malayan Trades Union Council hes been formed. A total 
of 107 trade unions were represented at its second Conference in March 
1956. This Council intends to affiliate itself to the international Con- 
federation of Free Trade Unions and to register not as «2 trade union but as 
a society, 


Only 9 of the 169 registered trade unions vere fornerly under Commmist con 
trol, These vere: 


Perak: (1) Taiping Bullding Laborers Union, Eastern Road, Taiping 
(2) Pangkor Fishery Laborers Union, Sungei Pinang Sechil, Pengkor 


(3) Keow Heng Workers Mutual Association, Sungei Besar, Fangkor 
Island 


(4) Teluk Anson Buliding Laborers Union, 12 Ah Chong Street, 
feluk Anson 


Penany’: (1) Penang Boatmens Union, 34 Susen Street, Penang 
(2) Penang Building Association, 524A MacAlister Road, Penang 
(3) Furopean Establishment Employees Urion, 29 Nagore Road, Penang 
(4) Batu Gantong Indian Labor Union, 141 Batu Gantong Road, Penang 
(5) Prai Warf Workers Union, 694 Mair Road, Prai 


Of the registered trade unions the following appear to merit attention from a 
security viewpoint: 


Clerical 
Colliery Asiatic “taff Union (201). 
Seianger Clerical and Administrative Trade Union (591) 
Yerak Clerical Tnion (590) 
Nalacea Clerical Unien (106) 


Penang Clerical and Administrative Trade Union (942) 
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Electrictars 
Perak Hydro Employeest Union (616) 
Shipbuilders 
Penang Shipbuilders’ M, H, Association (85) 
Harbor Labor 
Harbor Trade Union, Port Swettenham (436) 
¥uslim Yorkers! Union, Penang and Port Swettenham (63) 
Harbor Laher Union, Malacca (101) 
Kennison Brothers Workers’ Trade Union (121) 
| The Pahang Union of Teachers, Kuala Lipis 
Technical College Lecturers! Union, Kuaia Lumpur 
Selangor Teachers! Trion (306) 
Negri Sembilan Teachers’ Union 
Jonore Teachers’ Union 
Buliding | 
The Penang Building Association 
fia Mining 
Raki Poukit Tin Mining Leborers' Association (30) 
Agsoeiation of Evropear: Mining Baployees (99) 
Perak Chinese Mining Baployees' Association (20) 
Perak Tin Ore Sievars' Association (36) 
Batu frang Colliery Workers! Union (542) 
Mechanics 
Malacca Mechanics! Undor of Al] Nationalities (79) 
Rubher Estate Euployees: 
Carey island Fstate Vorkers' Union (2,369) 
Kuala Selangor District Pstate Yorkers Trade Union (2,634) 
Bukit Damar Estate Workers’ Union (84) 
Bukit Cloth and Bahru Estate Yorkers! Union (227) 


Batak Rabit Estate Workers Union 
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Sabrang Estate Main Division Trade Union (243) 


Caledonien Estate Labor Union (100) 

Win Selangor Estate Workers! Trade Unior. (942) 

Shelford Pstate Trade Union (127) 

K. Langat Estates Workers! Trade Union (600) 

Hevard Rubber Estate Workers! Union (180) 

Bukit Uembu Rubber Fstate Union (62) 

Bukit Mertajam Rubber Estate Workers’ Urion (454) 

Baling Rubber Estate Workers Union (27%: 

Titi Panchang Rubher Estate Labor Union 

Bukit Ijok Merbau Estate Workers’ Union (257) 

Lanchang Estate Employees Trade Union (265) 

Ijok Batu Burau Estate Labor Union (577) 

Cicely Division Rubher Estate Lebor Union (119) 

Bantang Pandang Division Central Estate Labor Union (66) 

Perak Tatate Enployees’ Union (389) 

Alor Gajah Rubber Workers Union (367) 

Soon Lee and Kurau Estate Workers Union (383) 

Plantation Workers Union Number 8 (913) 

Revon Estate Rubher Workers Union (98) 
Estate Staff Eaployesa 

Eetate Asiatic Staff Union, Kedah (82) 

Estate Staff Union Kueia Langet (6) 

Estate Asiatic Stef? Union, iu Langat (54) 

Eetate Asiatic Staff Union, Mane District (84) 

Kuala Lumpur and Ulu Selangor Estate Staff Union (68) 

South Johore Estate Staff Tnion (123) 

Negri Sembilan Estate Asian Staff Union (219) 

Estates Staff Union, Lower Perak (120) 

Estate Staff Union, Kuale Kengsar District (60) 
Semmitis and Woodeutting 

Perak Sawmill Bnployess' Union (44) 


Trengganu Timber Factory Union (103) 
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Batu Panat Sawmill vorkers Union (35) 
Water Transport 
Malacca Lighter Workers Union (71) 
Poatmen's Union, Penang (217) 
Fishermon 
Pangkor Fishing Labor Sssociation (303) 
General Labor 
indian Labor Union, amped Best (siz) (150) 
Xampong Labor inion, Klang (80) 
ooheue Indians! Ali Trade Union (27) 
Worth Jcohore Indian Labor Union (263) 
Batu Gantong Indian Labor Union (23) 
‘ndian Labor Union, Prai (157) 
ieow Heng “utual Aid Association (179) 
Sovernnent, Servants! Trade Unions 
Sustows Subordinates Union, Mellaya Benevolent Fund (1,364) 
fgian Customs Services Union of Malaya (1,489) 
Glertcal Emplevoos 
Sovernment Junior Staffs Union, Public Vorks Benevolent Fund (132) 
Kedah Government Clerical Union (136) 
Covernment Clerical Services Union, Negri Sembilen (48) 
Mlectrictans 
Eleetricity Departmant Vorkers' Union (427) 
Electricity Department Junior Officers' Union (174) 
Gemas Government Workers’ Union (49) 
Kluang Government Workers! Union (291) 
atu Pahat Government Labor Union (245) 
Johore District Government. Workers! Association (583) 
Muar District, Government Workers! Association (128) 


Government. Workers’ Union, Johore Behru (65) 
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Alor Gajah District Government Labor Union (170) 

Malacca Government Labor Union (185) 

Mersing District Government Labor Union (8) 

Harbor Employees 

Penang Harbor Board Staff Association (790) 

Interpreters 

Interpreters Union Federation of Molaya Benevolent Pand (235) 
Junior Steffs (Peons) 

Government Junior Staff Union Number 8 (65) 

Marine Euployecs 

Marine Employees Union and Public Workers! Benevolent Pind (44) 
Hunioipsl, Employees 

Monicipal Laborers Union, Malacca (115) 

Malacca Municipal Services Union (126) 

Negri Sembilan Public Vorks Department Workers Union (431) 
Perak State Public Works Department Ennloyees Union (£44) 
Perak Tewn Board Imployees Union (762) 

Penang Municipal Services Union (731) 

Municips1 end Goverment Labor Union (180) 

Selangor Public Worky Department Vorkers' Ynion (122) 
Waterworks Labor Union (171) 

West Pahang Government Vorkers Trade Union (397) 

Government Printing Department Tinployees Union (42) 

Postal snd Telecoumunications 

Pestal Uniformed Staffs Union, Negri Sembilan and Malacca (32) 
Fostal Uniformed Staff Union, North Malaya Benevolen’ Fund (152) 
Union of Postal and Telecommumication Employees, Johore Reru (166) 
Postal Uniformed Staffs Union, Selangor and Pahang (114) 
Telecoummications Telephone Operators Union (551) 
Telecommmications Laborers’ Union, Kuala Lumpur (305) 


Postal Uniformed Staffs Union, Perak (40) 
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Postal and Telecommmications Workers Union, Penang (268) 
Union of Post Office Workers, Malaya (490) 

Union of Telecommunications Workers of Malaya (339) 
Radway Enployees 

Locomotive Enginemen'’s Union (5334) 

Signeimen Union, Malayan Railways (90) 

Malayan Railway Traffic Operators Union (276) 

Permanent Way Officers Union (67) 

MLY Melayan Reilway Workers’ Union (1,717) 

Meleyan Railway Junior Officers Union (541) 

Melayan Sucvey Department Buployees'! Trade Union (410) 
Union of Public Works Department Technical Services, Malaya (432) 


The Technical Services Union, Central Flectricity Board, Federation of 
Malaya 


MCP policy towards trade unions hae the following aims: 
(1) To penetrate legitimate trade unions. 
(2) To form parallel underground trade unions, 
Direct Jinks between the Federation and the Soviet-dominated World Federation 


of Trade Unions have been aevered; but contact is always possible through 
under-cover Party members and trusted Communist sympathisers , 
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